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HEN General de Gaulle speaks of French
W realities—and he has done so more than once
i recent weeks—he is speaking of the truth

about France. And when he savs that these realities,

although clear, are not always perceived, be means thai
some people cannot see the wood for the trees.

It is possible 10 be wiong about France, as the
Ciermans have Tound and will again find to their most
bitter cost. I it possible that the enemy, or indecd
the whale world, cannot yet see bevond all possibility
of error, what are the realitics of Frunce? Those
realities lie on the battleficlds of sciarred Italy, where
the armics of General Juin have writlen a new page in
the annals of a nation which, though nafurally pence-
loving, vot has one of the ereateat histories of military
skill and valeur in the whole world,

They lie on the suffering ficlds of Franceé, where
silent batile s waged day and night by an army whose
neroism almost surposses beliel and whose leaders widl
be giants, whose fenis will be told with awe 1o our
children’s children. Can any Frenchman read the
story of Médéric, the story of the man and the way he
went to his death, and still doubt for one second ?

Friends of France, as General de Gaulle pointed out
in the Assembly last month, have the right to ask
" Where stands FrunceT™  Yet the answer is not hard
te find. For many, the affairs of France appenr
complex and bewildering, So often Frenchmen are
asked by their friends, " What goes on in Frunce ?
What do your people really think?" Let thess
friends brush the doubis and perplexitics from their
minds. Let them look 1o Tialy and understand the
realities of France. Let them look to France and Jet
them look with confidence.

On the eve oif D Dy - General
Eivemhower, Winsion Churlull
ard Goneral e Gaulle,

rico [o re

YOLUME v

Ha. 3

D DAY
The Battle for France Begins

* Here | am in Great Britaan, at
the invitation of the Prime Minister
and Government of His Britannic
Majesty,” said General de Gaulle
in a D Day announcement. * |
could not be away from her since
Frunce, ot the height of her suffering
and her struggle, can sce the
liberating armies coming towards
her from the shores of dear and
old England.”

News of General de Guoulle's

armval in England had been o
closgly guarded secret lest the
enemy should have had reason 1o
suspect that ihe invasion was a
hand. Geneml de Goulle was
accompanied by Mr. Duif Cooper,
British Ambassador in Algiers,
M. Gaston Palewski, direcrour
de  cobinet, General Béthouart,
Chiel of Staff for National Defence,
M. Soustelle, M. Alphand, Colonel
Billotte and M. de Courcel. Re-
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presentatives of Lhe British Govern-
ment, the Services and French
missions in London greeted him at
the ajrport. Lumch with Mr.
Winston Churchill, Mr. Eden and
Mr. Bevin, together with M.
Vienol and General Kaenig, was
followed by conversations with
Gieneral Eisenhower.

DDay dawned. Franee heard the
Head of the Provisional Gowvern-
ment of the Freach REepublic tell-
mg her the news for which shehad
been waiting for nearly four years :

* The final battle is jxned.

“After $0 many struggles, so
much violence and sulfering, herc
at last is the deciding clash of
arms..  This is the Baite for
France—and it is Frances battle.

* Enormous attacking armies—
for us, liberating armies—ire set-
ting out from the ancient shores of
England., Tt was not s0 long ago
that the tide of German apggression
fell back before this: the last
remaming stronghold of Europe
in the West. To-day it has
become the advance base for the
armies of frecdom. For four
vears silenced and oppressed. but
never vanguished, never humbled,
Framce rises agpin to take her
place in baule,

*Every son of France, no
matter who he is or where hc is,
has onc simple and sacred duty :
to fight the enenyy with cvery means
in his power, The enemy who has
crushed and defiled our land, the
base and detested enemv, must be
destroved.

* He will do everything to escape
his doom, To the last possible
moment he will cling relentlessly
to our soil.  But even mow the
wild beast s in retreat.  From
Stalmgrad to Tarmopol, from the
banks of the Mile to Bizerta, from
Tunis {0 Rome . , . he has come to

know weill the taste of defeat.
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“This iz a bawle which France
will wage with fury., She will
fizht it resolutely, with skill and
discipline. Thus she has won her
victories for fifteen humdred years ;
ihus will this victory be won,

* Resolutely, with skill and dis-
cipline | To the army, the navy,
the air force, this is no problem.
They have never been mare ardent,
more skilled, more  disciplined.
Adrica, Italy, the ocean amd the
sky have seen the re-birth of their
might and glory. To-morrow
France herself shall see it.

* For & nmation, bound hand and
foot, fighting an aperessor armed
to the teeth, efficiency in batile
imposes these conditions :

“First, that the orders given
by the French govermment and by its
authorised representatives, whether
national or local, must be lovally
and scrupulously executed.

* Second, our action behind the
enemy lines must be co-ordinated
a8 closely as possible with the
combined offensive of the Allicd
and French armies. Moreover,
we must expect the task ol the
armies e be ardwous and long.
Thiz being so, the efforis of the
resistance forces must endure and
increase until the German armies
are routed.

* The third condition is: that
all those who can be ol service,
whether by bearing arms, engaging
in sabotage, by giviog information,
or simply by refusing to do work
useful to the ememy, should mot
allowy  themselves 1o be (aken
prisoner,  They must anticipate
and elude imprisonment and de-
poraton—no  matlier  what - the
hazards, for nothing is worse than
to surrenders without giving battie,

*The Battle of France is joined!

" The Mation, the Empire, the
Armigs are unmed M oa  single
purpose, a single hope. Out of

the heayvy cloud of blood and tears,
France in her greatmess rises sgam.”

And from General Eisenhower,
Supreme  Commander - 1= Chiel,
came this message to the people
of Western Europe, and the Citi-
7ems of France.

“A landmg was made this
moming on the coast of France
by troops ol the Allied Expedi-
tiomary Force. This landing is
part of the concerted United
Mations” pian for the liberation of
Europe, made in conjunetion with
our great Russinn allies.

“I have this message for all of
you, Although the mitial assault
may not have been made in your
own couniry, the hour of your
liberation 15 approaching.

** All patriots, men and women,
young and old, have a part to
play in the achicverment of fmal
victory. To members of resistance
movements, whether led by na-
tionais or by outside lcaders,
I say, *Follow the instructions
you have received.” To patricts
who are not members of organized
resistance groups, | say, * Continue
vour passive resistance, but do
not needlessly endanger vour lives:
wait until 1 give you the signal 1o
rise and strike the enemy. The
day will come when I shall need
your umited strengih,’ Umniil that
day, 1 call on vou for the hard
task of discipline and restraint.

* * *

“1 am prowd to have again
under miy command the gallant
Forces of Franee. Fighting beside
their allics, they will play a worthy
part in the liberation of their
Homeland.

* Because the mital landing has
been made on the soil of your
country, | repeat to you with even
greater emphasis my message {o
the peoples of other occupied
countries in Western Europe.  Fol-

low the instructions of vour leaders,
A premature uprisme of all French-
men msy prevent vou from being
af maximum help 1o vour Country
in the critical hour. Be patient.
Prepare-!

“As Supreme Commander of
the Allied Expeditionary Force.
there 13 imposed on me the duty
and responsibility of takmg all
measires necessary (o the prosecu-
tion of the war. Prompt and
willing obedience to the orders
that 1 15sue 15 essential,

# Effective civil administragion of
France must be provided by
Frenchmen, Al persons must
continye  m their present  duties
unfess otherwise instrocted. Those
who have made common cause
with the enenmy and so betrayed
their country will be removed.
When France s liberated from her
oppressors, you  vourselves  will
choose your representatives, and
the government under which vou
wigh to live.

* In the course of this campaign
for the final defeat of the enemy
vou may sustain further loss and
damage. Tragic though they may
be, they are part of the price of
victory, | assure yvou that 1 shall
doall in my power to mitigate
your hardships, 1 know that [ can
count on your steadfasiness now.
ng less than in the pasi.  The
heroic decds of Frenchmen who
have continued the strugele agaimst
the Mazis and their Vichy satellites,
in France, in Italy, and throughout
the French Empire, have been an
example and an mspiration to all
of us.

= Thas landing is but the opening
phase of the campaign in Weslern
Europe. Great battles lic ahead.
| call upon all who love [reedom
to stand with us, Keep your feith
stipunch—onr arms are resolute—
together we shall achieve victory.™
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DEMOCRACY AND THE PRESS IN FRANCE

by Jean-Jdoacgoes Mavoux

We are fighting for Freedom ; ull
the freedoms. and not least for the
freedom of thought and expression.
It is olten recalled how the Freneh
revolution of 1830 was started by
the suppression of freedom of the
Press. Every Frenchman has his
apinion on most subjects and holds
them dear, and be wants to be able
both o uiler them and 1o sce them
wtiered. He wanis 1o find what he
thinks in Ais newspaper. His paper
{like his deputy) 15 his own mind
become articulate; or so he
belhieves,

But whalt common measure is
thers between the obscure mind of
the man in the street and the
enormous opimion-moulding mach-
ine that is the modern Press 7 Owme
of the crucial problems, perhaps
the crucial problem of the Press,
particularly in Francc, is this:
What do newspapers represent?
They are no longer little groups
of individuals with opinions, ad-
dressing the public as from a plat-
form; thoy are big commercial
affairs ;  they sefl thought or
thought-substitutes,

Apain, there are two ways of
selling thought and opinion ; cither
as an honest product at a fair price,
ar by dumping it, but making the
loss good by subsidies,

In France before the war, the
honest way was the exception,
Meither sales nor penuine adver-
tisements paid.  Bul the Comifé des
Forges, the big banks, Germany,
paid. Thus a newspaper hke fe
Matin, while pretending 1o 1ell a
million  Frenchmen what  other
homest  Fremehmen  thought  of
foreign affairs, was actpally telling
therm what Germany wanted them
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t hear, A weekly [the Grlroie
with S0 bBlatantly Fascist il e is
diflicull 1o see how it could take
anybody in, but iis success showed
that if you assert any thesis per-
sistently enough you moke con-
veris to it and, what is more, you
sap the strength as you destroy the
absofute faith of your opponcnis.
Giving bad names svstematically
was 8 feature of this simister plot

against all the voung forces of

democracy in France,

1 have no hesitation in siating
that the preparation of French
apmign for Munich, that the luke-
warm temper of the war spirit,
were the work of a section of the
Press. Those who were not in
France on the morrow of the
Armustice, those who did nol see
the merchants of opinions sefling
pro=-Germin sentimenis before the
last British Rags had been furled
and before the pressure of the
mew Fegime became effective, those
who did not see Le Matin,
LQeyore, Le Penit  Pavisien,
hastening back to Paris to take
German orders, cannet undersiand
the spirit m which the Algiers
Assembly tackled Press reform. It
was entirely a spirit of reaction
against such betrayals. [t has
been claimed that there seems o
be more awareness i Algiers of
the peril of licence on the part of
the Press than of its subjection io
anthority.  Can  amvene  teally
wonder why 7

[t 15 not a paradox. nor hypo-
crisy, but maybe an indication of
aur  nmocence  that the state
control we dream of i5 not meant
to ensure gubjection but 1o sirike
at the moral roots of cence andf

subjection, which are the same,

In the Préss plans that have been
drafied, every article iz 8 retort,
betokening some rankling memaory,
Exceptionsl pusrantces  against
libel and skinder | Was npt Grin-
goire’s masterplece 15 campaign
against Blum's minister Salengro?
ringoire drove him 1o atter
depression and sutcide bocause 20
yiears before, during the last war, he
was |listed missing (having been
captured by the Germans) and
tricd 10 his absence for possible
desertion. The Salengro campaign
was the most efficient piece of mud-
slingirg against the Popular Front.

In the old days, Frangois Coty,
the Fascist perfumer, bought up the
Perit Journad and sold copies for
5 pentines, that 15, he practically
gave it away 1o spread his views,
Is it any wonder thmt we ruled
in Algicrs, however clumsily, that
the proprietor of a newspaper
could not derive his main incoms
from some other source? In
the old days vou could also wield
a dominant influence in a paper by
cornering the advertisements. s
it any wonder (hat we want adver-
tising carefully regulated—the ad-
vertisements to be handed in
through co-operdtive organizations
and not through the Havas mon-
opoly ? The great principle of the
new France—is it not the essential
democratic  principle 7—must  be
respomsibility.  Responsibility as
opposad 10 Anpmymity—anonym-
ity of funds, anonymity of writers.

Many of the great mewspapers
have acted in the past as dhe de-
fenders of big business, of vested
interesis, as doughty mercenaries
of this modern feudalizm which has
prevented  democratic tule from
becoming effective and efficient in
France. Let us then suggest this
formula ¢ the so-called free Press

of France was not a democratic but
a [eudal power.

Mow if popular—no, this time,
malionol—opinion in France tries
tomorrow  to establish » social
democracy, is it likely that the old
plutocratic system will po out with-
out @ kick? And that it can be
counted on to state its case fairly ?

The problem of the Press and the
freedom of the Press in the France
of tomorrow is fechwically a prob-
lem in itsell. It is none Lhe less
part of the problem of democratic
freedom in 4 country where free-
dom has been diversely and fatally
misused.  We have to point out the
road and see that the right turning
15 taken. We have (o preparc
evervthing for a new start. This
immense yearning for a pew starl
is characteristic of the France of
to-tday, perhaps more than of any
other Eurcpean country, France
wanis o make o clean sweep of
shameful yesterdavs. Hence all
these drastic measures, suppressing
Yichy papers, investigating the
identity of newcomers to the news-
paper world—all this makes some
of our friends wonder whether we
are not becoming shghtly tetalitar-
ian. They must understand that in
fact wewant 1o bringinto the world
af tomorrow  something of the
atmosphere of proud and heroic
purity which to-day characterizes
our clandestine Press, this clandes-
tine Press of which A, J. Liebling
writes  admirably in the New
Yorker :

*The only great nation with a
completely  uncensored Press to-
day s France. All valid French
nevwspapers are illegal, printed at
the risk of death and circulated
under penalty of long imprison-
ment, conditions which at least
ensure their frecdom from official
puidance.’
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General Alphanse Jufn, Commander of the Fremeh forees in fioly.

THE VICTORS OF MONTE MAILO

Four years ago the British
Expeditionary Force lefi a be-
wildered French Army laying down
ity arms or Freach soil because
French feaders gave the word—
cesser e combat, How hard those
orders  were to bear, only a
Frenchman can really undesstand.
Had not conseription and total
mobilisation made him part of
what, between the two wars, he
believed to be the finest army In
Eurepe? I for the Frenchman
the situation was stunning, For his
English ally it was mexplicable.
And for the Fremchman, tem-
porarily, therc was no solotion.
How the words of a French
agent de lafvon with the B.EF,
evacnated from Dunkirk, remain
clearly in my mind. ** If we killed
g hundred Boches, there were a
hundred more behind  him, and
i thousand behind that hundreed
waiting ta Gl the paps”™ Was
this the end of the armde J$Elre
which he and his ancestors had
known, and the beginning of a
new war whore numerical super-
iority of men, tenks, guns and
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plianes was the sole decisive factor ?
hass production, in fact, had come
into its own on the bartleficld.

In time the men of the French
Arny found the answer to the new
war-problem, and French anmies
with new ideas and new equipment
re-cntered the fight, The heroic
action at Bir Hakeim proved that
these men of the armfe d°élite
were of the stufl that is indispens-
able to the making of a first-rate
fighting force wnder the new
conditions as under the old. Three
years after the collapse, re-equipped
with Lhe finest American material,
the French armies are back on the
Italian Achting [ront, proudhby con-
sciong of deserving to rank on an
cqual footing with  the Alliss.
The British Press has given wn-
stinted priise o the men who
captured Monte hiaie, and io
iheir eommander, General Juin.
The British soldier, too, has been
guick ta hold out a welcoming
hand to his French ally. One
who had been in the thick of the
fighting in [taly wrote in a letier

to his father, recently published

in the correspondence columns of
The Times 7~ So far the outstand-
ing femture is (he performance of
the French. All the giory of the
French Army has been reborn
and  Frenchmen when  aitacking
are truly formidable. They press
on and on with great dash. The
logs of wvaluable lives and the
mevitable  suffering  are  mersly
attributed by them to ' Clest Ia
guerre.” They are an inspiration.™

The sector which was allotted to
the Fremch troops, and which they
had occupied some weeks ago
without the cnemy observing the
troop  movements, included the
bridechead on the lower bend of
the Garigliano and stopped north
of the confluence of the Lin and
the Rapide. This terrain was the
pivol of the attack, wrote a
French war correspondent, and
the Germans had neglected none
of the precoutions to make the
hetghts which the Fremch forces
had 1o take as impregnable as was
possible, with mine-ficlds, block-
houses and barbed wire.  Quor
success was due to the surprise,
violence and speed of the assaule.

Breaking completely  with  all

military tradition, orders  were
given that the assault would ke
place at 23.00 howrs, and that it
would not be a mere *“coup de
main " limited to the first enemy
defence lines, but a general attack
pushed to its wimost limits. In
addition, there was to be no
preliminary  artillery  preparation.
When the firing started om a line
from Cassing to the sea, the infantry
was 1o altack.  Finally, at the
break of day, the air force was
nol to bring s support to the
troops. engaged, but merely to
isolate the banlefield, to make it
into n closed area by wteacking the
enemy inthe rear.  Fierce resistance
was expected, and the battle was
indeed very violent, but the first
objectives had been reached by
morning.  Faite was taken, the
Fremch were on the edge of
Custelforte, and at the foot of
Monte Maio.

On the evening of the second day,
all along the Allied offensive front,
netable successes had been ob-
tained. The fierce resistance put
up by the Germans had an
important information value: it
proved thal the Gusesy line was
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the spine of the enemy defence
system, and that once this ling was
crossed, victory would be well on
the way.

And, in Fact, the skilful capture
of Monte Maio on the 15th May,
and the six-mile advance in thres
days by the French troops simashing
through the Gusiav fine, forced
the Germans to retreat Lo their
next line of defence—ihe Adolf
Hitler. How this act of valour
influeniced the course of evenis wis
enihusiastically reporied in the
British Press—extracts from which
are guoted in the next ::-:Iurpn.
Subsequently, British and Indian
troops of the 8th Avmy, battling
through the Liri valley, and Amer-
ican troops of the 5th Army
advancing near the coast had the
way considerably cased for them.
Mext success of Juin's forces came
at Esperia, at the foot of Monte
d'Ovo, while the Brilish troops
of the &th Army a day later look
Cassing, A letter on a caplured
German soldier which he had
writtenn to his wife said, * Our
Free French and Morogcan oppo-
nents are remarkably good. My
heart bleeds when 1 look @t my
poor battalion—afier five days,
150 mien losl.”  Pressing on through
Ceprang, the French troops, opera-
ting #s the hinge between the
sth and Sth Armies took part n
the captare of Frosinone, last
importani  junction  in Hiphway
Six before Rome.

When Rame fell on the Sth
June, General Juin's forces had
the satsfaction of knowing that
their contribution had been great
to the fall of the capital of the
country which, on the |1tk June,
1940, seven days afier the evacua-
tion from Dunkirk, had stabbed
a lone and out-clazsed French anmy
i the back, M. MK-
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FROM THE BRITISH PRESS - -

The French Comps, lghting with
ypical furie francese; has _bmlcn:n
clean through-the Ciustav Line. . .

It is impossible o rate the
French achievement too highly,

The progress of the Ercnch
troops of the Fifth Army m the
tangled hills between  Lhe Liri
valley and the sea has been re-
markable, These fine troops, well
trained in mouniain warlare, have
alreudy given proof of their quality
during the winter. Their wurk_ in
this offersive shows that the high
opimion which has been formed of
them was justifisd,
THE TIMES,

The magnificent advance of the
French on the left fAank through
high mountains has forced the
Germans 4t the southern end of
the valley to swing back very near
to their second defence line—ithe
Adolf Hitler.

NEWS CITRGNICLE, 16:5:44.

The speed and power of the
French sttack has been the surprise
of the offensive.  Om the map their
sector is shown a8  consisting
almost entirely of mountains and
steep valleys.
DAILY MAIL,

| fi; 584,

I1G:5:44.

There is -a bupyant confidence
throughout the French forces and
they say that they have only just
begum.

DAILY TELEGRAFE, 165544,

French troops in twin-throsts
have made the most sensational
gains—"* whirlwind * 15 one de-
scription from the front of their
advance.

DAILY SEETCH, | 6:5:44,

The spectacular French advance
pverran the defences ol an entire
division,

DAILY EXPRESS, 16:5:44.

GENERAL ALPHONSE JUIN
by Jerome Willis

Four wears ago the Ciermans
rendered homage to a French
general and his troops for their
brave fight against terrific odds.

That general was Alphonse Juin.
On 17th May, 1940, Juin was re-
tredting before o sen of German
tanks. He was bringing back the
remmiants ofhis division meo France
before the avalanche, He halted
before Lille, when everything to
the lelt and right of him was going.

There he stuck and lought for
several davs. It was a hopeless
fight. To the south the Germans
were flowing through to the sea.
To the north the confusion that
ended in Dunkirk.

Juin,with his Algerian, Moroccan
and hard-bitten  French  desert
troops, fought on.  He was sur-
rounded. He had lost 80 per cent,
of his effectives. In the end Juin
witg Torced to surrender,

The German General Wagzner,
on orders from VWon Reichenau,
paid tribute to Juin’s courage by
allowing him and his men to carry
their arms through the sireets of
Lille, while the German troops pre-
sented arms,

This was the only instance of
German homage to Fiench generals
in the Battle of France.

A elose friend of Juin who fought

with him in Morth Africa told me
this story. Juin he termed ** w vrai
gendval francaiz.”
" luin went to & -German prison
with the men left from his division.
There he fretted wntil Weyeand,
through Pétuin, claimed him,

Pétain negotiated his release with
the Garmans, and the dav arrived
when  General Juin was taken
straight from his German prison to
the shores of North Africa, The
Germans, no doubt, are regreiting
this Lo-day.

Juin knows Morth Africa well,

He was born there 55 yeuars apo.
atid went to school in Constantine,
in Algeria, before going to St. Cyr.

In the last war Juin's right hand
was crippled by g bullet. To-day he
cannot raise it much above his ribs.
When he writes he holds the pen
between his second and third
fingers.. And he always salutes
with the left hand.

When Juin returned to MNorth
Alrica after the last war as g 30C
vear-old colonel, Marshal Lyauiey
took him on his staff.  He was one
of the chiefs. who directed the
operations im the Riff war, Juin
acqguitted himself brilliantly.

When the Allicd campaign in
Morth Africa started, Juin was put
at the hzad of the French troaps.
They numbered about 78,000, The
Armistice had stripped them of any
real armament.  Many of them
were ragged, their only arms wera
primitive.

With these they fought their way
beside the British and American
armics that stormed their way into
Tunisia. Then they were re-
equipped.

It is thiz army, with General Juin,
which is now forging ahead agninst
the Germans.

Juin is a popular general among
his officers. Belore battle he takes
them into his confidence and dis-
cusses his strategy with them, He
is approachable, always open 1o
new ideas.

With his light, quick step, alert
figure and unlined face he looks
about forty. He smokes pipe for
preference and plays bridge.

As a soldier he has one idea at
the moment :  To fight his way
back to release the remnants of
his old division in France. These
men are still prisoners of the
Cermans,

L0y coldlesy af P 9 Epening Standard,”' )
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ITALY : THE FRENCH ADVANCE
In the mountainous terrain -on the ngl?ﬂ:«hmch troops commanded by General juln (talking to

‘General Roosevelt below) have Mityﬂ r.huir apectacular successes over the ensmy and
captired SO00 prisoners —a few of ﬁhm are seen in ﬂ-m cenr.re pu:tur‘l




TWO PEOPLES . . .

ONE CIVILISATION

by 1. T. Bergeret

Another book has come oul of
France. Sixty pages printed with
sober clegance: binding, paper,
lvpe dnd make-up are all in the
best tradition of pre-war French
tvpography. Yet the book comes
from the underground —where the
printing of the simplest tract is
nothing less than a desperate
problem, and where cvery scrap
of paper, every stick of type,
carries with it a death sentence.

This is the sixth publication in
the serics brought owt by the
clandestine. Edfitfons o Minuir,
that Began in February, 1942, with
the ** Silence de la Mer.,” The
new book, whose author signs
with the pen-name ** Arponne,”
bears the daie Scprember, 1943,
and the title ** Angleterre.”

It brings a reply to the
question : What are Frenchmen
thinking to-day about their ally,
Great Britain? But first of all it
evokes a memory.

Tunee, 1940 . , . Like Argonne,
those of us who lived through
those * black and interminable
days in France,” havenot forgotten
what Frenchmen were  thinking
then.

“ Allis not lost,  England stands
firm.  She has refused Hitler's
peace offers.  She fights on alone,
Emgland—sole ray of light in the
blackness of our nighi. English
tenacity, our one buckler apainst
despair.  All France has mind and
heart fixed on the besieged island,
England . . . last and only hope
for France,”

Like Argomne, we remember the
fear that darkened our hope as
the might of the Wehrmacht
guthered on the Western sea-hoard
and the Luftwale roared overhead
i0 bomb British ports and cities.
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How we praved lor storms during
those calm summer nights, and—
with Argonme—wondered desper-
alely as we watched and waited :
“Will *They" land in England
ta-night 7 Will this night be our
lage?™

All the while, Hitler's threats
rang  comstantly im our ears:
" After Warzaw and Roiterdam,
London . . . 1 will wipe out every
British city.” We thought—with
Argonne—of the great ports, the
industrial cities, the mediaeval
towns, the cathedrals, palaces,
wniversities - . . All that glorious
past, that rich future . . . was it
doomed " How we listened to
the B.B.C.! The calm British
voices . . . Churchill, promising
days of tears and blood and an
indomitable will to  resist and
conguer. How we waited cach
night for the re-assuring boom of
Big Ben— England still stood.
“£3h, England, we had to live
through those hours, tortured by
fear and powerless, to understand
what you mean o us."”
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That was four years ago. Four
years of prison for France and
Frenchmien, in air that was charged
and poisoned with Nazi propa-
ganda. Having lost the Battle of
Britain and abandoned the invasion
of the British Isles, the enemy
intensified his propaganda on-
staught. The radip, the Nazi-
controlled French Press, thousands
of posters on the walls of French
cities, flattered and cajoled, called
all history 1o witness, repeated
the incessant refrain @ * Germany
i3 no enemy of France. France
has but one adversary, an adver-
sary of all time—England.™

/ LEs CAHIERS DUSILENCE a

VER CoRg

It was a challenge to all thinking
Frenchmen,

Argonmne, as  spokesman  [or

countless ather Frenchmen, accepts

the challenge. Others than Ger-

; DE LA MER
mans can journey inio the past

and interpret the lesson of history. FOREZ
In his book he examines the !
record, Mot content to Gocept it at
free value or to ace the influence
of one nation on the other at a f
given period, with no other object

than to show that such influences L E C’AHI ER-

existed.  Argonne studics them at T O l R
the source amd analyses the under-
lving canses. What are the inherent
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commaon 7
Here are his conclusions |
The conflicts of the past betwesn |
English and French have the charae- |
teristics of eivil rather than national THIMERALS
warfare. Leaders in any miven
camp found partisans on both
sides of the Channel; passions
and opinions were shared or
opposed By corresponding groups
in either country., These were
fratricidul quarrels which * never
assumcd the proportions of a vital
national or racial conflict. French-
men fought Englishmen as the
Armagnacs fought  the Burgun-
digns ; the English, the Scots; |
the Albigenses, the crusaders of |
Simon de Montfore . . .7 Butin
the 19ih century, when throwghout
Furope the mitions ™ crystaliised ™ NO N
in their modern I'U:'EL Whi:l':fI the
* national factor took precedence .
in thal::ife of peoples over dymastic, ARGDNNE 870
religions, or political quarrels,”
the two rival * provinges,” France
and England, drew l.L'lgﬂllihET ti
preserve their Common patrimony—
Western civilisason,

As Argorme points out, England
and Franceshare a pasi that pees
back to the sources of Western
civilisation. When Spain was half-
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lilamized, when the German and
halian states were still prey o
feuda] anarchy, when Russia lay
in the grip of the Golden Horde,
England and France were already
firmly installed in their national
identity. " They were Furope.
Their princes, their ruling classes
and merchants might indulge in
fratricidal wars; nothing threat-
ened Lhe civilisation which they
alone incarnaled as powerful na-
tions,”

This common civilisation, ss
Argonne testifics, (ranscends the
lomg record of battles. ** There are
bonds which no sword can cuf—
those of the spirit.™ For centuries
the thought and culture of England
and France have interpenctrated !
they are interlpced and woven
tegether—strands  of a  mighiy
fabric “that no pnlmcul conflict
can fear or destroy.”

Writing a5 a Frenchman, Ar-
gonne reviews the great mames of
Britain’s pasi—philosophers, men
ofstienceand letiers—who through-
out  the ages  brought  their
acknowledzed contribution to the
culture of France, He shows how,
beginning with the Middle Apes,
men and ideas crossed the Channel
in a brilliant and uninierrupied
procession.  There was Alenin of
York, who came 10 France at the
cull of Charlemagne to found the
Evole dyw Poleis and begin the
rendissance of Western thought
after the Germanic invasions,
Scotus Erigena, his suceessor, who
proclaimed " All authority  not
based on true reason is oull and
void."  Chaucer, the friend of
Froissart. William of Occam—
* the first of the great thinkers who
with  Francis Bacon, Descartes,
Locke, Voltaire and Cordillac have
built the civilisation by and for
which we live."™

Therecordextends onthrough the
centuries—the 16th, with Spenser,
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Bacon and Shakespeare ; the 1Tth

-Mewton and John Locke, * that
saldier of liberty ' whose docirine
“taken over and adapted by
Montesquien, Voltaire and Jean
Jacques Rousseau, was to trans-
form the world.” The [#th, when
Voltire told his counirymen :
* Te the English we owe our system
of annuities and  rents, ship-
building, the law of gravity, differ-
eniial calculus, the colours of the
salar spectrumy, vaccination . . .
Gradually we will also adopt their
noble freedom of thought and their
desp scorn for the twaddle of
pedants.”

To Argonne, here lies the fund:a-
mentdl contribution of  English
thought to the common culture :
the cult of liberty, of reason based
onexperience ; the cult of the indi-
vidual, of human dignity as opposed
ta bruteforee,  But this is also the
ideal of France—the France of
5t Lowis, Joan of Are, Descartes,
Fascal and the Revolution . .. Two
peoples . . . bul one civilisation.”
And Argonne concludes by stip-
matizing the ** absurd presumption
of barbarians who imagine they
can destroy by the sword the work
of o thousand vears.™
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It is no mere chance that this
brave book should come out of
France to-day, Afier Tour vears
of enemy occupation and propa-
ganda, Frenchmen are atill pro-
foundly conscipus that the ' en-
tente " with Great Britain is no
passing phenomenon : it is knit in
the bone and smew of both peoples.

That Frenchmen should fegl this
0 acutely, i3 significant. Thee
they should risk torture and death
o proclaim i to the world like
#n article of faith, implies even
miare,  Argonne’s © Angleterre
iz mot only a scholarly and moving
document, It contains rich pro-

mise for the future.

waamnrum

.I'F_I Fravice.

Ag.with shaved foce and dyed
hair he arrived im London .




COURAGE HAS NO AGE. ..
by Frangois Jolict

She comes with a decided step—
a compact little Geure, round-Taced
and alert, short grev hair under
the simple hat. ** Very like my
migther, don't you think 7" savs
my Londom friend as we risc to
greet her.

Sheis mother and grandmother,
with daughters—where are they
now in the France of Himimler and
Laval? . .. and sons inthe Maguis.
On her coat lapel she wears a bit
of siriped ribbon, the Medal of
Resistance. Because of what thai
ribbon signifies, she is here to-day
in London. In France, it would
be prison, perhaps  the firing
sequad .. . ¥

She sits between us at the table,
composed and famtly smiling, It
might be her owa tea-tablc; the
restavrant, its shaded lights, the
hum of well-bred voices— her own
drawing-room. [ ask for news of
former fricnds, a paioler and his
wile—{Always that gquestion, the
first we put to neweamers : "“What
of So-and-S5c? Where is he?
How i4 he reacting ? ) The reply
comes briskly. “* 1 have nol seen
them lor monihs. They are col-
laborating.' At my  startled
“What 7" a glmt of malce
kindles her dark eves. ' In his
case, call it sheer stupidity i in
hers . . . well, you know, she
Jikedd to pose as an  eccentric.
Besides, there was that big place
of theirs and the inherited fortune.
They had "—with hiting irony—
“gp much to lose. .. "

We speak of others who had
also **much to lose ' and who,
without hesitancy, made the sacri-
fiee . . . i you ecan call it
*gacrifice.’ What are mere things
to us in France to-day 7" [ ask,
* Have you news of C .. . and her
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invalid son?"™ **They are in
hiding. Could she escipe with
that poor lad of hers 7" * And
Mo...7T" *In hiding also,
You know she is a Jewess . .. 7

How often the phrase recurs as
we talk on—*" in hiding,” ** some-
where i the provinces, under an
assumed mame.”  ** Perhaps 20
per cent. of the population lives
illegally, away from home, with
a false identity—refugees in their
own land. Perhaps cven maore.

And now we come o olher
names—" in  prisoa*t .. . " de-
poeted: ™ o o o Y odead. ™ The
motherly face under the pgrey
hair loses its look of unguenchabie
youth, * 5o many of our best have
gone,” she says wearily, °* With
each day thal passes. we lose
others. And if it were only death
v o« To-day every man, every
woman of the resistance knows
what to expect if taken . . . OQh,
| understand, it is hard for people
here—decent people—to  believe

such things. They listen, politely -

mcredulons. and their look savs :
*propaganda.”  Sometimes [ al-
most despair-—must we always wait
until it happens to wy, belore we
realise . . .7 Yet these things nuest
be told. Owver and aver 1 repeat—
these are not isolated cascs, the
work of a few. Torture is part of
the Mazi policy—applied methodi-
cally, implacably &nd universally

. i means to an ¢nd.”

Mame after name . . o M . .,
whom we hoth know, a girl in her
twenties, frail and blond. Tied to
a chair and guestioned—without
food, water or rest—for 52 hours
by relavs of inquisitors. T ...
stripped of her clothes, locked for
days. in & ccll that conteined

mnothing, literally nothing, not even
straw to lie on,

*That is the mildest treamment
for women prisoners, militants of
resistance ; take away their clothes,
allow them no water (o wash in,
tio facilities whatsoever, subject
them to countless, unspeakable
indignitics.

“They shot one of the men in
my group. His wife saw the body,
covered with burns (burning is
one of the milder methods) and
flesh wounds. Sometimes they let
the Family have the body, to serve
a5 an example . . . Though you
have lheéard, when they hang or
shoot our lads of the Maquis, they
refuse to let them be buried—
legve them exposed for days and
weeks in the open street.  Yes, it's
like the Middle Ages . . . and
WOrst . « -

“If 1 were to tell you . - things
that belong 10 the feld of psy-
chiatry, that make you shudder
to think of . . . and that no paper
would print. Perhaps even you

would hesitate to belicve . - . But
not the Russians or the Poles, or
the Jews evervwhere _ . . They
know.

“When | think what some of
our people have endured, without
revealing a name, without uttering
a word , . . But it takes super-
human strength. Not all of us
have that. Besides, you have no
way of gauging in advanrce how you
will react. There is a limit to
what human nature will stand.
To-day if vou are caught, it is
almost a duty . . . Lo make certiin
of vour silence by the only sure
guarantee : snicide. But not all
have that luck . . . "

A little shiver, and for a while
she said nothing,. We sat staring
at our Junch plates. At that
momignt, it was as if the restaurant,
the people about vs existed no

lomger. 1t had all become dim and
unreal, like something seen in a
mirror.  Then our guest spoke
again.

“Yet all who have been in
prison—all who escaped or were
rescued—tell the same story. The
rarvellous spint that prevails in
spite of cverything,  Messages
filver from cell wo cell and penetrate
the thockest walls.  As one woaman
told me—" Wemnever feltabandoned
or alome. We never lost the fesling
of our union, the knowledge that
we all stood together. It gave us
strengith to resist and endure, 19
be equatl to anything, Bwen death.
We would have gone to meet il
and many  did—singing the
Marseillgise.” ™

It came over me then . . ., inall
our talk there had been no word
about herself. So many things
we longed to ask, yet had we the
right? 1 pointed to the ribbon
on her coat.

* Is there anything you can tell
us? I mean, that vou are {ree
to tell . . For instance, how vou
began working for resistance.”™

At the guestion, her face grew
young again, alive,

"L was quite simple, in fact only
natural. | had always hated the
Mazis and what they stood for—
even before they began spreading
their evil network across Europe.
And when they came to France and
us . . . well, how could anyone
sit idle 7 Concretely, it began
with mv sons . . . You see, we
expected that what is happening
to-day would happen at once,
immediately after the Armistice.
We did not foresee their plan: to
divide France mto two zones
their attempi to divide Frenchmen
with the insidions slow poison of
their  propaganda. All  our
thoughis, all our efforts in those
first davs were concentrated on
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“*BOUBOULE™
Stocky and Round-faced, Edouard Pinasd
* was given this Sobriguet by Guynemer

Thirty wvears ago. Edouard
Pinaud took to the air, to fght the
Cicrmans. He began as an air
mechanie in the * Clpogne ™ Squad-
pon that first made history during
the Grest War—the squadron of
the greal French ace Guynemer.
Tradition has it that Guynemer
gave the voung air mechanic the
sobriguet that has stuck 1o him for
thirty years. Stocky and round-
faced, with eyes that could be both
keem and  merry —he was
“ Bouboule ™ to Guynemer and
his comrades, and Bouboule he has
remained 1o-three decades of young
fivers who have every reason 1o
remember him with gratitude and
affection. Bouboule. . . .

Hy the time the first war ended,
the youngair mechanic had climbed
into the pilots sear.  He had all
the abvious qualities that make for
an airman :  daring.  initiative,
aecurate judmment, stee] nerves and
o healthy body that answered its
= controls " like a finely-adjusied
mechanism. He had also another

G

gift-—that of imparting his skill to
others, The war had ended—as
mien then thought—but the world
was becoming air-minded. Whether
for peace or war, Franee must have
fivers in the skies of the future, So
reasoned  Bouboule—and ke sl
out Lo train them.

He chose Alsace, his mnative
Strashourg, as the gite for his Aying
school. With the vears it grew
constantly in size and importance.
When the Blum Government came
to power, the state ook nn aclive
intercst in  the school, which
became a  centre for popular
aviation.

In 1939, Bowboule, like all
Frenchmen, joined the colours.
Again his Alsace. like all France,
was threatened. With Bouboule,
his flying school went into unilorn,
It became School Mo. 23 of the
Army Air Force.

Months passed. May, 19400 . .
Tune . . . As the blitzkreig thun-
dered through the Low Countries
and poured like a tidal wave into

Bomboulie — Comrate of Guynictier —with o cenler

i e English village —move frained pifors for France

northern France, School Mo, 23
fiell back with the reirealing anmies.
From Alsace, across France (o
Brittany—to Le Mans, 1o Rennes,
o Morlaix. At Morlaix, fresh
orders 1 ** Head south (o Quimiper.™
Bouboule brought the school 1o
Duimper, intact & 120 flying cadeis,
eround stafl, "planes and material.
But at Quimper there were no
instructions. Bouboule telephoned
Air Headguarters al Renncs. A
German voice answered the tole-
phone. He called Brest, This
time a French voice @ ** Suay where
you are”

Stay and capitulate . . . Pétain
had asked for an armistice.  The
armies of France were 1o lay down
their arms.  Was France irremedi-
ably defeated 2 The answer came
over the cther—General de Gaulle

speaking from Londom; **1 call
upon all Frenchmen, wherever they
are, to jomme . . .

For Bouboule the hour of de-
cision strick then.

1 am leaving,” he said. " No-
ene will make me a Boche,”  And
to the 120 pitots © *“You are all

voluntegrs.  You are free o make
vour choice, Those who want 1o
carry on the fight, ceme with me,”

The 120 cadets stepped forward
like ¢me mas. Then they set to
work ; their planes—baby Lucictes,
umfit for the Channel crossimg—t hey
destroyed, nlong with material and
equipment. After two days and two
nights in the Channel, they reached
a Cornish port insafety, Bouboule
has never Torgotten, will mever
forgel, the welcome that met them
on  British soil. Within a few
weeks, School Mo. 23 was function-
ing again, cquipped with aircraft,
training material and atrfield, all
complete—the first nuclous of the
French Air Foree that was (o be
Porm aguin.

Four wears have gone by
Bouboule and his raining school
are still hard st work, Hundreds
af young (yers have passed through
hs capable hands,

As  for Bouboule himself —
though oo old ™ For fiving, accord-
ing to air force standards-—he has
tetalled 1,300 fiving hours since his

[ hiitimiidd an page 09§
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MAY SESSION OF THE ALGIERS ASSEMBLY

The Consulsative  Assembly
opened its Tourth session on the
nd Muay, and two ballots were
negessary to re-clect Felix Gouin,
Socialist Deputy Tor Marseilles, as
President of the Chamber, At
the first count he obiained 31
votes out of a possible 62, while
Metropolitan Resistance Delegate
Pierre Ciawdius got 24. AL the
second ballot, Gouin was clected
by 39 azwinst 19, André Mercier,
Albert Bosman, Jean Hauricu,
and Father Carmiére were elecled
Vice-Presidents,

When the procecdimgs opened
under Lhe presidency of doven
Paul Cuttali, Senator for Con-
stanting, who iz #3 wvears old,
there were cheers for the new-
comers and an ovation for the
first woman delegate, Madame
Odetie Simard.

The forces of resistance in
Franee, ol whom—according to
Marshal von Rundstedt—I173,000
are awaitimg the call o * stab the
German Army in the back,” are
to be piven o delinite status in
the French Army, and are to be
known as the French Forces of the
Interior. It is° hoped this status
will be recognised internationally,

Emmanuel o Astier, Commis-
sioner for the Interior, said this
when the first big debate of the
session—aid to the Resistance—
opened in the Consubtative As-
sembly.

As examples of conditions in
France, he said that 120,000
people had been shot there since
{he Armistice, according 1o Vichy,
Of 347 Frenchwomen held in the
prison of Romainville in January,
1943, only 70 were alive to-day.

The first day of the vital debate
a8

on France’s foreign relations, which
folfowed a discussion on aid to the
Resislance, was culm  enough,
though pleasantly enlivened
the fimish when Generial de Gaulle
intervened to tell delegiutes the
first news of French successes in
Italy. Previously Reneé Maszgipl
gave a leng report on the Libera-
tiom Committes’s  relations with
the allied and other powers, and
made speciul  reference (o the
recent sinbemenis by Coredell
Hull ard Anthony Eden: * The
Adlies now recoenise in France's
war-time government the naturcal
defenders  of French  interesis.
Doubtless the support which the
Committee receives from the Re-
sistance Movements inside France,
amd the solidarity of the Empire
are responsible for this evelution,
which we might have preferredio
have been more rapid.”

It was during the course of Lhis
debate that a motion was pui down
by Albert Gamier, underground
delegate  of the Central Trade
Unions, to the effect that the
Committes of Mational Liberation
should oficially adopt the title
of the Provisional Government of
the Republic, A vote of confidence
in the Commiitee ended the dis-
CLRSI0M.

A three-day debate on  the
proablems of youth and the usual
day devoted to answers by Ministers
o writtem questions were the last
highlights ol the May scssion.
The Assembly adjourned in prin-
ciple until the first Tuesday of
July, but scemed to think they
might well meee before that doge.
The Assembly can be summoned
at any time at the reguest of
two-thirds of its members.

AnprE LaGUenRke

COURAGE HAS NO AGE .
ECaidinnad from faps B5)
‘escape, evasion . . . the hope to
join our forces overseas and carry
oft the fight, My sons and all
their friends were planning and
contriving . . . And so, I happened
o mest someone who was helping
soldiers who had been hidden since
Dunkirk. One day, [ sheliered two
Fugitives mysell and heiped 10
giside  them on their  jowrney,
‘That was the beginning.  One thing
led to another., At last "—she
spread her hands with o litgle
laugh—* they came in swarms . . .
“ It was then, in the months
that fellowed, that I came to
know my people,  The simple
people of France—{actory work-
ers in Pars and the provinces,
country folk . , . No hesitaney
there: they saw elear from the
first.  Such willimgness to take
risks.  Such decision and courage.
Even the children—helping o hide
refugess, piving them food and
clothes, passing them on .,
*And no-one ever refused to
help T
“ Even the timoroos would tell
us of o neighbiour wha . .. In every
cominumity, the cowirds and trai-
fors were never more tham a
handlful—and evervane knew them.

" BOVROLLE *
(8l Ly sal froam pape 1

arrival in Great Britain,  He has no
equal, sav the flyving cadets, m the
expert handling of a "plane,

In the litile village near the amir-
field, all the townsfolk know
Bouboule, They call to him from
doorways ¢ Good morning, Com-
mandant. Cood morning, Mon-
sieur Bouboule,”  And he answers
invariably * Bowlowr, mod ami,”
He has friends everywhere, even
though he speaks nothing but his
mative  French., He has oever

And so the undergromnd movement
took shape ! letiers, messages and
mien passed in contraband @ clan-
dostine newspapers were printed
and distributed . . .

“ But you .. ., 1 prompted.

“Me? Oh, 1 kept on for
maonths, until the Gestapo marked
me. When that happens, someone
cise must take over and carry on
in your place.  And voo see, | was
lucky . . . When the time came,
Ii too, was * passed on” to safery,
out af the country. That dav, as
it happened, I wus nmot alone.”
Her eves danced. **lIn fact we
were quite & large party . . . MNow
here I am in free England; and thet
is all there is to the story . . . ot
least for the present.'*

On the pavement before the
restaurant, we took leave of our
guest.  We waiched her set off
down the siréel with her firm
decided step and the air of one
whose task is far from Gnished.

* There goes France,” 1 thought.

*Ho bike my mother,” murmured
my London friend. I am teyving

o picture . .., my mother ...
How true it is,” she added thoaght-
fully, *thers is no oge .. . for
courgga ..

fearped English, He has nmot had
the time.

Te-day he wears lour gold rings
on his blue sleeve, and on his tunic
the green-snd-black ribhon of the
Craix e fa Libération.  Like all
tree Frenchmen, he is working and
hoping for French freedom,  That
is the immediate geal. Bul Com-
mandant Pmawd looks further
ahend and sees no end (o his task.
In war or peace, there must be
French flyers m the skies of the
future. And in pedce as in wir,
Bouboule will be there to frain
them,
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