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WARFING all the other events of the month on the French sceng,

the broadeast made on the night of the #th Aprl by Mr. Cordell

Hull, LLE. Secretary of State, assumes an impertanse which grows
on close study of the text.

True, it contdains nothing which meed surprise Frenchimen, the overs
whelming majority of whom have long recogmised the Committes of
Mational Liberation asthe war-time government of the Republic.  But the
world's press has for many weeks been full of speculation as to the
definition which would be given by the Allies 1o the exercise of French
sovercignty on the day when the Armies of freedom land i France, and
many thousands of words have been devoted to various formulze
reported, with more or less authority, to have been adopted,

“The Committes," said Mr. Hull, " will have every oportunity to
urtdertake the civil administration {10 bberated France), as well as our
co=pperation and help in every practical way in muking it succesaful.”

The vital principle enunciated here leaves the door open 10 discussions
o all practical 1ssues drising out of the liberation of France, except on
the operation itself.  Itis of course clear that only the Allled Commiander-
in-Chiefl could command what must be primarily an Allied military
operation. M, André Le Troguer, wha has been appointed as the
Committee's delegate for liberated Metropalilan territorics, 18 coming (o
London and General Koenig, who will be his military delegate, has already
arrived toopen these practical discussions, The bhero of Bir Hakeim, in
his megotiations with General Eisenhower and the Communder-in-Chief’s
technigcal advisers, will certainly agree with Mr. Hull that * it is of the
uimast importance that thecivil authority in Franee should be exercised by
Frenchmen, should be swiftly established, and should operate in accord-
ance with advance planning as fully as military opecations will permir,™

A lot of work must be done.  Mr. Hull's greatly encouraging speech
haz removed the preliminary obstacles,
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FRANCE'S ALL-PARTY GOVERNMENT

by André Laguerre

The 4th of April will be an im-
portant date in the history of the
provisional government  of  the
French Republic, for it was on that
day that the French Communist
representatives entered the Commit-
fee of Liboration and made it the
real povernment of national wnion
which its president, General de
Gaulle, had said the nation wanted.

AL 11,30 & special mecting of the
Cormmittes of Mational Liberation

wits called, and just before [unch it
was  anmounced. that Fernmand
Grenier, Commmnist Deputy for
Saint Denis (Parish, end Frangois
Billoux, Communist Depuly for
Marseilles, had heen appointed
Commissioner for Air and Com-
missioner of State respectively.

A third newcomer to the cabimet
was Paul Giacobbi, Radical Senator
for Corsica, who took the post of
Cominissioner for Production and
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Genergl  Keoenig,
LA exelusive  michnee
Howerd  Caster),
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Supply. There were no ootzoing
ministers, 5o the membership of the
Committee 15 increased from 18 o
25

Anded Diethelm, former director
of cahinet (o Georges Mandel,
Minister of the Intérior m the
Beynaud -and Daladier govern-
menis, left Production 1o become
Commissioner for War in succession
lo André Le Trogquer, Socialist un-
dergronmd  representative,  who
joincd the Committes fast Novem-
ber, Le Troquer'snewtitle iz Coam-
inissioner ona Mission," and he has
been appoimted the Commnittec’s
defegate for liberated France.

Four Days' Consuliations
Prior to Cabinet Changes

Thiese decisions  followed four
days’ continuous consultalions be-
tween General de  Gaulle and
various Commissioners. In accord-
ance with French parliamentary
trailition, the President saw the
leaders of all parties and proups in
the Assembly before making up his
mind. On Saturday the Commit-
tee decided unanimously to resign
o dec inorder to leave General de
Gaulle free to proceed with the
reconstruction of his cabinet,

The entry of fhe Commumnisis
mio, the government docs nol
represent a change of policy,  When
General de Gaulle became sole
President of the Committes of
Liberation last November, he told
the press that Communist partici-
pation m the povornment was
necessary ¢ 7 It s impossible mot
to associate with the governmental
team the party which in France is
fighting Vichy with dynamism ang
courage, 4nd to which we pay
tribute.™

Thie new decisions represent the
climax to four months’ convers-
tions between the Commities of
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Liberation and the French Commi-
nisi Party. Throughout the week-
end and oflen until [nte at night, a
constant  stream of visilors  wis
seen at the Willa des Glycines, de
Giaulle’s Headguiriers, a5 French
political leaders conferred with the
President of the Commitiee on the
establishment of o povernment of
national union.

Chuside  the Communist cntry,
the most significant move was the
appointment to the Commissariat
of Production and Food Supply of
Paul Giacobbi, who has been a lead-
ing figure inrecent debates at the
Consultative  Assembly,  André
Briethelm, whom he succeeded at
this post, took the War Commis-
sariat from André Le Troquer, who
also ceded the Air Commissariat to
Grenier and assumed the imporiant
post of Administrative Deleggie of
the Liberation Committes for Tiber-
ated mietropelitan territories.

Of the 21 members of the
Liberation Committee, § held mosi-
tions in pre-war political life, while
I3 have no political background.

Fernand Grenier, who was born ot
Tourcoing, inJuby, 1901, was a baker
before he entered politics.  Elected
Deputy for Saint Denis in 1936, he
was arrested by Vichy i Ociober,
1940, and escaped from the camp
of Chateaubriand in April, 1941, on
ihe eve of the messacre of the
hostages which followed the killing
of MNazl Colone]l Holtz 4t Nantes,
He was sent from Paris to London
in Jamuary, 1943, as official delegate
of the Communist Pary (o de
Giaulie’s National Committee. He
is 4 delegate to the Assembly and
was a spectacular witness in the
recent Pucheu 1rial.

Frangots Bifloux, former textile
worker, was born in May, 1903, in
the Depariment of the Loire, and
iz one of the Communist Party's
thrée delegates to the Asscmbly,

All three new ministers were at
the Committee meering of the 4th
April and signed an important
ordinance on the organisation of
the High Command.

That night de Gaulle spoke to
the French nation from Radio
Algiers

** The war has entered its decisive
phiase. For France the supreme
trisl 5 at hand. That s why
France must now make g supreme
efort.  We will leave until o huder
date the reckoning of our sufferings,
Until the day of victory, nothing
but victory counts, Al else is mere
wiste of time and efforr,

“Frange's fight for her own salva-
tion und that of others demands
two conditions.  First, the effort of
all Frenchmen depends on a unified
direciorate,  Frenchmer  must
untte to beat the cnemy, subordinst-
ing to this sacred duty all quareals,
all provate, all collective and all
PAreY interesis.

" Second, the direction aof the
French people in the witr devolves
upon the provisional Government
of the French Republic and upon
it alone.  This Government, over
which I have the honoor to preside,

General  Girowd,  when  he wor
C‘-:!mmnrft_r-m{'.ir:’r-.l" g.r' fhe French
Forces, with M. Le Troguer {zecond
Sfrom fefth, wio war phen Comnrinsione
for W,
ard which is meeting on French
territory at Algiers until the day
when it can meet in Paris, is solely
responsible for its actions under-
taken in the name of national
sovergignty until such o time ag the
national will can express iself,
*The composition of the Gov-
grliment 15 in accordance with the
nEtional umity,  From the Moder-
ate Right tothe Communist Left, all
are co-pperating with me in the
pursuit of a unified policy.
“MWattonal unity demands that
all Frenchmen support their Goy-
ernment, Mo matter wherever they
may be or what happens, they must
take orders from this Government
alone, 85 soom as the enemy ceases
ix have any control over them.
Mo authority can be considered
valid which does not act in the name
of the Government. No action
must be taken in the name of
France except on the Government's
authority,  For Frenchmen ithere
cin be no public order except thai
scf up by the Gowvernment in the
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name of justice, ™o migrnational
obligations will be recognised other
than those contracted by the Gov-
efnment.

*There are o few Wraliers who
have directly served. and will no
doubl serve in the fuiure, the inter-
esis of the cnemy, but they have
receéived or will receive the punish-
ment they deserve,

“ But the overwhelming majorily
of Frepchmen, whatever their
opinfons, and even though they
may have erred, which is under-
standoble in the face of (he terrible
national upheaval, are neveriheless
united and repdy to save  the
country which is 1heir common
PHISRCESION.

*The enemy, the hated enemy,
finds his allies and armies gradually
dwindling. He has not vet ceaseéd
to fight, 1o oppress and to destroy,
But his ultimate defeatl has begun,
and the whole world watches as the
end hastens. At the same time the
whole world 15 watching France
rise from her temporary misery, and
sees that she &8 living again, and
that she is ready to strike.

“In ihe period of the war that
we are now entering, the supreme
batile wilt be the Battle of France.
IFor us Fremchmen, our destiny as
@ great nation is at stake, s0 15 our
tight, and that of our chaldren and
grandchifdren, to see the French
flag flving high belore us without
hamging our heads.  We are achicy-
mg complete umity in this holy and
just war., Qur Freoch victary will
[* the recompense for our suffer-
™

A series of vital decisions nhout
the exercise of civil and military
authority in liberated France was
adopted by 1he Commitiee of
Mational Liberation on ihe l4th
Muarch, commanicated through dip-
lomatic chanmels tothe governmients
of Great Britain, the US.A. and
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the LS50, and released for pub-
lication on the 15t April, 8 few days
Befone Mr, Cordell Hull made his
important broadeast.

Here 18 a six-point summery of
these decisions. - —

1, For each theatre of operations
which could lead to total or partial
liberation of metropolitan France,
the Liberation Commitiee will
appoint a delegate to exercise the
authority of the Commiitee in that
arca until the Commitiee can wicld
its authority directly,

2. Im cach such theatre, the
delegate of the Liberation Com-
mities will have at his disposzl an
administrative delegate and a mili-
tary defegate.

1, Liberated territories will be
divided intd itwe main 7ones:
forward rone and infternal zone.

4, The delecate of the Liberation
Committee will be responsible :

(g} in both zones—for the recon-
stituttonn.  of * civil and military
administrations and for the resump-
tion of the economic activity of the
country. The exccution of meas-
ures decided upon will be the
responstbility of his military dele-
gate, who will have liaison missions
at each echelon of the Alhed
Command. He will be responsible
for the supreme direction of the
civil and military administration
and lor the satisfaction ofthe needs
of the population,

(4} in the internal zone—{for the
exercise m additon of the powers
emerging feom the laws of the state
ol siege.

3, The militury delegate, sub-
ordinated to the delegate of (he
Liberatton  Commiiles, will he
responsible ©

(a) for Uaison with the Allied
Commuand in the matter of com-
munications in the forward zone,
and in the operational licld for the

The Villa des Glycines, Gereral de Ganlle’ s Headguartors i Algters, where
peitient lendprs discuzsed the extalfishment of o nartioeal govermenr.
I the phovograph above the Scencgalese semiries areé presenting aning
fo prembers of the Clilirese milivary wriszion, after a recent intervien,

execttion of orders emanating From
the French Comtiend.

{h) for the cxecution—on the
military plane and m haison with
the Allied Command—af decisions
of the Liberation Commitice re-
garding the intervention of combat
elements of the resistance,

() for the reconstitution of the
military admunmistation m liberated
areas and the application of a state

of =siepe &5 defined hy the law In
forward zones,

(e} for liaison between the Adlied
Command and 1he French civil

and military administration, with
a parficular view o meeting the
heeds of the allisd armies in (he
field.

6. The military-delegete has three
types of liaison organisations at his
disposal ;

() o tactical and strategic liaison
witn the Allied Command,

() liakson between the resistiance
movements and (he Allied Come-
rand,

() an ndministrative liaison with
the French or Allied Command
occupyimg liberated territory,
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ltimmtum (feft).

General Keerig ar Bir Holkelmi
{right).  Rowinel"s surremder

KOENIG OF THE FOREIGN LEGION

At dd, General Koenig, Veteran of the Campaigns

of Norway, France, Syria, Libya and Tunisin, has

been appointed French Military Delegate for the
Zone of Operations

In Scptember 1940, a Captaim
(temporary Major) Koenig suled
for an onkoown destmation—
detually Dikar., In Apcil 1944,
the same man, now General
Koenig, few from  Algiers 10
Londonio take up his appoint nent
as France's Military Delegatz for
the MNorthern Zone of operations.
I the mmtervening vears between
1940 and 1944 the men of the
French forces  fighting under
Greneral  Koenig had  achieved
success  after success.  Gircatest
af . all—Mr Hakeim.

“He's a popular commander,"
one of Koenig's voung capiains
will tell you, " because he [eads
his men to victory, and where's
the soldice who doesn't love a
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victory T A professional soldier,
just old enough for the list war
and still youmg for his rank;
Koeenig's power lies in his will to
win. " Even when he was playing
bridge on the boal going out to
Dakar, he was lucky "—lo cite
the captam agam. " Althowgh he
wasn't such a pood player, he
usually won. He certainly enjoyved
winning, DMost tmes he playved
with two old friends of his in the
Foreign Legion — his regiment,
Colonel Amilakvari was ong of
themy, and opccasionally 1 made
the fourth,

“We were still together
Bir Hakeim, but, mind you, we'd
gone a long way — Equatorial
Africa, Abvssinia, Eriteen, Svyrid,

Libwa., When Rommel sent his
first ultimaturn written in German
saying we would be blasied to
bits if we didn’t surrender, Koenig,
wha, like ull Alsatians, is as fuent
in Glerman as he is in French,
replied, * I do not speak German,”
When the third and last emissary
came, the General said (o
Amilakvart, * I've had enough of
séeing these people, go and tell
them  so0”  Amilakvar supple-
mented (he messape with a fine
declaration of his own, * We are
men who have lost evervihing—
our  country, our homes, our
Families. The only thing that is
left to us is our soldier’s honour.
That we will never lose F*

* Rommel never sent again after
that.”

The epic of Bir Hakcim has
passed into history, For sixteen
days Koenig's men held that
sandy, wind-swept ridge  which
Rommel wanted to eapture at all
costs, and  thereby shorten  his
supply line feeding Axis troops
south of * Knightsbridge”. Rommel
himszelf commanded the German
S0th Division and the Italian
Motorised Trieste Division in the
attack, Pressed on all zides, dive-
bombed incessantly by 120 Siukas,
suffering enormous losses, Keoenig
held firm, Thecapiainaid, * 1 was
the only officer left in my company,
and M out of my 120 men were all
1 had left. During the night of
10-11th June, the order came to
evacuate. We cut a comparatively
small hole in the defences, and
2000 of us set out topether,
rﬂ”ﬂw:d by 500 gravely wounded
in lorries and ambulances. Our
tosses: were pretly heavy during
that might, I would put them at
500 men.™

Swift recognition came to Koenig
and his men from Cairo G.H.,
“Rommel planned 1o izke Bir

Hakeim on the 27th Mav. This
plan failed because of the splendid
resistunce made by ihe garrison,
who  replilzed the enemy  with
heavy loss . . . The United
Mations. owe & wvery mreat debi
of gratitude and admiration o
the Ist Free French Brigade and
its gallant commander.” A per-
sonal message from General Ritchic
to General Koenig said ™ Yours is
an example to us all.”

To those who have an intimate
knowledge of Genersl Koenig, his
entire military career is exemplary,
At school m Caen, in Normuandy,
until the age of 17, Joseph Pierre
Koenig joined up in 1915, and for
his services received the Military
Medal, and his name was mentionad
in scveral despatches,  After the
armistice of 1918 he jomed the
Chasseurs Alpins, and later trans-
ferred to the Foreign Legion,
with whom in 1939 he took part
in the heroic fight at Marvik,
where he was promoted major in
the field. Evacuated to Brittany,
he just had time to participate in
the [nal action there. When
France fell, Koenig determined
not 10 be beaten. He boarded o
fishing boat, and jomed General
de Gaulle in London,

At the camp of Maorval, in the
Aldershot Command, General de
Gaulle was collecting, training, and
mr-glmuping his small but enthus-
iastic force. To Major Koenig
fell the job of organising, with
General Monclar, the expedition
to Dakar. *We were talking
about it again, the other day,”
the captain said, *and Koenig
repeated that he felt certain victory
could have been ours, if we had
becn willing to fire on our fellow
Frenchmen. = This was our first
encounter with our counlrymen,
and we hoped it would be bloodlcss
action. Later, of course, we were
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compelied to fight, and fight hard,
against them im Syria.”

Syria, however, 15 two Sliges
ahead. From Dakar, Kosiig was
asked by Leclerc to join forces in
the teking of Libreville, capital of
the Gabon, the only portion of
Free French Africa which had
not rallied 1o the Allies. The
apcration over, Koenig wis ap-
pointed Military Governor of the
Cameroons. His Foreign Legion-
aries, however, were embarked ot
Libravilla for further action in
Abyssinia and set off via the Cape.
To their surprise, on disembarking
they heard that Major Koenig had
supeeaded in arriving by air ahead
of them —although at that moment
he lay gravely ill in Cairo. When
Koenig next joincd his troops, 1t
wat in Svria, as Chiel of Staff to
General  Legentithomme,  After
hard, tragic, and successful fighting,
Colone! Koeniz was nominated
Free Freoch Delegate to the
Syrian Armistice Commission,

Early the next wear, m 1942,
Kopenig began o series of military
actions which were to lead his
troops hall wiy across the African
continent (o victory. Commanding
i brigade composed of the same
Foreign Legionaries, and some
additional  colonial Lronps,
Koenig's name was first associaied
with Halfava, followed in guck
succession by Mekili and Gazala,
At Gazale, his brigade changed
places with u British force holding
Bir Hakeim. The Libyan fighting
at an end, Koenigs men joined
up for the second time with the
men of Leclere for the final stages
ol the MNorth African campuaign.
Under the direct command of
Greneral de Larminat they weni inio
action at Enfidaville. When the
reckoning came, 25000 prisoners
had fallen to the French lorces.
Triumphant, they entered Tunis,

:.;2 {Condinmal @ pape 45)

GENERAL KOENIG
By o “Desert Hat''

I knew General Koenig's Fight-
ing Fremch Brigade v the Bth
Army well—who didn’t? T even
worked with thent e one opeasion
So probably I knew them berter
than most.  OF course T heard
muany stories of their  brillian
conmander—whe lpdn’t T Bl
in spite of e close coniact 1
made with this gallans band, 1
never mef the General—who had ?

That i fvpical af General
Koenig. He exercised his control
without fusy  frows  the  back-
ground. He was for a fime
ome of e most discissed figures
off the deseri. Yer he never
courted publicity, never showed
gy desive w0 be Enows among
@iy bur his own beloved army.
They worsfipped Wim-—make mo

mistake abowt that, No body of

troops which had not o fumatical
Jaith in its couse and its com-
mnder could fave achieved the
desperate bravery of this brigade
pf Frenchmen. For, let wy e
frank, their equipment was still
fnadequate (much of it was cap-
tired from the ementy) and they
were a protley crowd, Beld to-

gether only by their love of

France and their devotion te thelr
general, who, they believed, led
them wizely and served Franee
well,

When we of the old Bile Armry
look back on dhose compaiges,
there are @ few names we shall
always revneaber, grear pen wio
feed wx wnd did net count the cost
to themselves.  Awmong them is
Koenig,  dAnd we are glid and
proud that he has been picked to
wiarle with s in the consing fight for
the Liberation of France,

L'ARMEE DU RAIL 250,000 STRONG
By 1. T, Bergeret

The express—one of the rare
passenger frams of the depleted
French railway  service—headed
south through the Rhéme wvalley,
Like all trains, it was crowded,
In one of the third-class carriages,
the only frée space unencumbered
by baggage was the forward
vestibule—a wet and dravghty spot
where rain beat in through & broken
pae. A passenger stood there,
wedged in the comer by the door.
The ticket-collector wha had just
elbowed his way through the corri-
dor, stopped for & moment o fake
breath before passing on to the
next carriage.

" Bad news," swid the passenger
gs he held ouwi his ticket, *1 sce
that forty chemminors were azrested
yesterday .

The conredleur’y face froee ston-
ily.

" So the papers say,” he remarked
in o cautipus voice, Then graffly,
with a sidewise glance at hig inter-
locutor , * 1t"s what they have to
expect . . . those fellows . . "

The passenger gave & short laugh
amd, leaning lorwird, said some-
thingin a fow voice. The railway-
man’s face cleared.

* Borry, | might have known L ™
e fmttered.  ** But vou  under-
stand, we cannot be too carefuol,
The Boche have spotlers on cvery
train,  Yes. .. they've jalled forly
of our pen—bul it’s not going o
get them anywhere. For every
forty they arrest, forty others stand
ready o carry oo, We're in this
war to stay—every chermings worlhy
0f the nempe.  Thev'd have 1o put
every man Jack of usan j@i) o . and
then where would they be ? ™

* T &

That incideni—relaied in London

by & resistance leader—dates back
manths ago when organized French
resistance was only just beginning.
Bul even then, the words of the
railway man voiced the conviction
of thousands of his. comrades,
They were 3 sober statement of
Tact,

Adready in the first weeks follow-
mg the Armistice, French chenmimats
were ™ in the war.” Al the oulsel
4 spontancous reaction on the part
of imdividuals, the demand for
resisgtance spread mpidly throogh
the ranks of the corporation
Within an amazingly short time, it
took shape as a definite, oreanized
mavement.

In the Occupied Zone, it made
itself felt almost &l once—when
communications were cui between
the two Zones, when all mails
stopped, when every traveller and
every pound of freight had 1o pass
through the meshes of the German
nct drawn taut scross the map of
France. FPor through thet barrier,
the trains still ran . . . . From the
summer of 194, their crews formed
the only category of Fremchmen
(except for the * collaborators ™)
who still passed in and out of the
restricted ardas in the Morth, and
who circulated regularly between
the western  seaboard  and  the
Centre;, and between Paris and ths
Mediterrancan,

By the very sature of their-call-
ing, the great body of railway work-
ers became an important fuctor in
the organizatio 1of resistance, They
passed from the Occupied Zone
{where direct  contact  with the
invader acted as a powerful spur to
the growing movement) into Vichy
France where that stimulus was

|Contnwed on paps SE)

33




PATRIOTS STRIKE AT GRENOBLE

An entire German artillery park as well as the De Banne Barracks
at Orenoble were reduced to smouldering ruins fecently by
French patriots as reprisals for the arresting of

French hostages.
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lacking and men were slower o
grasp realities. Under such cir-
cumstances, cach chemimg! could
be—and in hundreds of cascs, was
—a travelling propagandist for
resistance.

The raslway men did much more
+ + » #5 those who know the full story
can testify, That early chapter,
like much of their subsequent
acoivity, is  obviously mot for
publication. We can only say that
the cause of liberafion oweés an
incalculable debl to the chemminols
for their aid and mrtiative during
the months when the Resistance
movement extended its organization
throughout France and gathered
body and momentum.

The Germans were not blind to
this. They deported great numbers
ol chemingis. They brought in
Cierman railway workers (50,000
according to the latest reports) and
installed them im all key points.
They took over the stations and pat-
rolled the train with troops and
Gestapo, Their spies were every-
where, They tried ouwt all their
customary tactics | threats, provo-
cation, repressive measures. To no
avail. ** For every forty arrested,
forty others stood ready .. ™

Mo doubt the cheminods, like any
large bady of Frenchmen, had their
quida of capitulards; older men,
for the most part, near-candidates
for the retired list amd concerned
dbout their pepsions. Men con-
vinced that the Germans had won
the wir and who Bucked the Vichy
regime, doggedly hopeful of ils
integrity.  Other men who pre-
ferred to play safe, to * wail and
see "—and who while waitimg, kept
themseives clegr of * compromis-
ing" activities, A neegative min-
ority . . 8o small in comparison with
the number of fighting cfeminos
as te justily the latter’s proud
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claim ; * We are "Armée du Kail,
250,000 strong.”

The valiant action of the French
railway unions in the fight for
freedeim 15 quite m line with their
history and traditions. A powerful
body, highly organized, with a past
that for the last twenty vears hos
been closely linked with the history
of the nation, Every phase, cvery
change of national policy, whether
political or social, found 2 corre
sponding ccho m their ranks. So
true it wits, that the milway unions
came to be regacded as a highly
semsitive barometer of public opin-
ion. This has never been more
clearly apparent than to-day.

To-day the railwavs of France
are @ battlefield. ** Resistange,”
says one of the cheminets” clandes-
tine bulleting, ** . . i3 the German
tram that goes tumbling into the
raving, the loaded waggons for
Germany set afire, the hopeless
congestion of marshalling vards . | .
Resistance on the railways means
this; organized destruction of
tracks and roll ng stock,™

For a time, the Allied air-
offensive struck et French trains
and locomotives. To-day Allied
plates  bomb other tarpets ; the
Argrde e Rail has taken over the
task . . Thirly=three locomotives
destroved or sferiously damaged
during one week in January ; eighty
duoring a second T-day period. The
fimures are typical:

Together wilh the destruction of
locomaotives goes that of munition,
supply and troop-trains—blown up
or derailed.  Thas 15 generally the
work of carefully trained resistance
groups, operating in close collabor-
ation with men of the railways,
(** Resistance . . mcans passing on
valuable information ; helping our
fellow-fighters to carry out . their
task.”™) The cheminoir may not be

[Condimmed aw prage 43)

I am nof an ﬂssansm el

My enging . . . Dear old girl, I was fond of you, God knows—
For months on end, for years, I coddled and cared for you,
I mever thought of you as a lifeless thing, a muan-nidde crearire

To me you had a heart, a brain, a soul . . . [of steel—
I panted with you on the up-grades ; [ thrilled to your deep, even
As, oiled and shining, vou bove me on to the horizon. [freathing

The rails seemed to part before your stride—
The warm red glow af your fire box
Made vp for all my pains.

And yet ., o 1 siruck: you down, savapely, in cold blood.
In @ jet of stean like a freed soul, you came to rest
When the shock had burst your lungs . . .

Before your broken body, should I weep !

Yet I rejoice. Qld girl, you were for the enemy . . .
Do you wnderstand ¥ You would have slaved for fim,
Slaved for his troops . . . -

0 wirl, it wos not to be,

And o I killed vou.

Now you lle fnert.  One fast lagh—

And pow good-bye,

You will forgive— T know you have forgiven—

For you and I are children of Frahce.

Teaneiled from the @ Bullefin dee Chewming de Far,”
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LUCIE AUBRAC: MEMBER FOR FRANCE

Wife, Mother, Teacher and Combatant, She
is now to Sit in the Consultative Assembly

The MUR, theunited ** wall " of
French resistance, has szent a
woman delegate 10 the Consulin-
tive Assembly. This is a wise choice,
for the women of France are taking
a highly impertant part in the
struggle for liberation. You find
them on all sectors of the under-
g;rmmd front—earing for the fami-
lies of prisoners, washing and
mending for troops in the Maguis,
printing and distributing clandes-
tine news-sheets, participating in
the work of sabotage sguads and
groups of franc-fireurs.

That this is so, should not sur-
prise anvone who knows France
amd French women—anyone who
has seen a French woman in her
home , . . Her efficiency there has
mever beom  questioned—nor  the
sense of responsibility that presides
over every task, even in ids smallest
detail. Her energy and initative,
her apparently limitless capacity for
work, are all traditional traits of
work=ua-day France—{undamental
quilities that make for the strength
of a nation i times like these.
They underlie the more glamorous
attributes of elegance and charm,
which the world ot large always
associates with the women of
Frange,

It is true that the life of the
average French woman centres on
her home, This is her basic and
initial responsibility which  she
never willingly abdicates.  Bur she
has long shown her readiness and
ability to shoulder other burdens.
They may lie close to the hearth—
in the countless litle shops and
workrooms of Parls and the pro-
vinces, or in the gardens and fields
of little farms that dot the country.
Or her work may take her imto
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factories and offices, or nto the
profiessions,  And here, like all
working women, she must carry a
double task and a double responsi-
bility—that of homekeeper and
wage-garner,  That she has carried
it well, any friend of France can
testify,

To-day the women of France
have made it clear that their scnse
of responsibility extends bevond the
hearth and the warkroom, What-
ever their function or their place in
the social pattern of their country,
France stands first in their thoughts
—France and the cause of freedom.

& L] ]

In normel times, the outside
world might never have heard of
Lucie Aubrac. Like most women,
she moved within a restricted circle
—that of her family, her friends,
her students.  Yet hers was a full
and busy life.  Marricd 1o & mining
enginesr, she was the mother of a
baby bov . Acrépde " Histoire, she
fectured om history im ome of the
great Fremch schools, A busy
life, wet uneventiful, There was
no hint that one day Mme, Aubrac
would pass fooin the teaching o
the making of history,

Mme. Aubrac and her husband
were among those who, from the
first, refused to accepl capitulution,
For them, the war did not end in
June, 1940, 1t went onmexorably.
Every Frenchman, every French
woman had & part to play in the
struggle. In the early days of
French resistance, we find Mme.
Aubrac among the founders of the
important movement, “Libération.”
To the two main tasks of her daily
life she had added a third ; that of
militant in the French tnderground.

As the months passed, Mme,
Aubrac’s life at home and in the
classroom grew to be a fagade. It
masked a day-by-day existence of
ceaseless activity and constant risk.
From the hield of organisation, the
teacher of history soon entered the
field of action. As the world was
to learn eventually, she became the
leader of a group of franc-tirenrs
{the only woman in that particular
group}carefully selected and traimed
for 4 definite and special task : o
deliver patriots from the hands of
the Gestapo and to orgenise their
escape from France. This task, us
Mme, Aubrac herself relates, re-
quired ** indtiative-and a cool head,™

For many months Mme. Aubrac
and her associates carried out their
mission. They rescued many a
victim of the Gestapo and the Vichy
police, A long list of men and
women owe this intrepid group
their life and liberty.  The last ex-
pleit in which Mme, Aubrac took
part happensd several months aga
and 15 already history. Fourteen
prisoners  were  freed—of  these,
efeven had been sentenced Lo death.
Among the eloven was Ravmond
Aubrac, Mme: Aubrac’s husband.

There wis * initiative *—a dis-
tinctly feminine initiative—in the
plammmyg of the rescoe; and [fs
cxecurion required an extraordinary
degree of ™ cool-headedness "', The
story has been told many times in
the British press: the fiction of a
mrriage in exgrenms 1o Uosave a
young girl's honouwr ™ (the ™ young
girl " being Mume. Aubrac, who at
the me was expecting her second
baby 1 ; the permussion wrung
from the Cestapo for an interview
al Gestapo  Headguarters, and
the subsegquent—and  successful—
attack on the German lorry which
was conveying Raymond Aubrac
and 13 other prisoners back to the

military prison. . . A darmg and

dangerous scheme, carefully ploted
and bBrilliantly carried out.

After such an exploit, Mme
Aubrac’s " facade " was definitely
destroved,  She could no longer
appear in public,. Hunted by the
Gestapo, she took refuge in the
Maquis with her husband and her
Little boy. A short while ago, we
saw her in London, on her way to
the Comsuliative Assembly in
Algiers. For o moment, we had
the illusion that Lucie Aubrac was
back agam im the classroom, .
She sat at the conference table,
calm-eved and objective, facing the
rows of newspapar men, answerng
their questions with quiel precision
—a5 il they had been her studenis.
Agin she was lecturing on history -
her own and that of her country-
men,

Soon, in North Africa, Lucie
Aubrac will take on new dufies—
the first woman from Metropalitan
France to be appointed to the
Consultstive Assembly, InAlgiers,
she will join her husband—also a
delegate to the Assembly, It i3
significant that they should both be
there —hushand  and wife who to-
gether founded a family, together
helped lay  the  foundations of
Frepch  resistance, who  fought
shoulder to shoulder in the struggle
for liberation, and who now will
work together at the task of build-
ing up a new France. They typify
embattled France to-day and the
France of tomorrow whose repre-
sentation ** will be elected by all
French men and women.""

It is not enough Lo say that Lucie
Aubrac represents the women of
her cowntry in the Consultative
Assembly.  She s more than that.
Like all the resistance delepaies,
she stands for the French Republic
and ' all its feee cilizens. She s a
member  of  the Consultative
Assembly . . . far France

Framcom JoLer
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TUNIS—INSIDE THE GERMAN CAMP

by Helen Beaumont

A Year Ago This Month, an Englishwoman Watched
the German Army Destroying Its Own Supplies
as Montgomery's Forces Entered Tunis .

I was in hiding v Tunis—a year
ggo this month—and from thal
besicged Morth Alvican capital we
were weiching with eager, almost
desperaic  hopefulness the Allied
armies closing inon our city, Many
amongst the French population
wondered every moming if he or
she would * last,” escape arreat,
imprisonment, or deporiation for
yel pnother twenty-four hours and
be there Lo sce ™ the others ™ arrive.
We had been waiting for that day
for Tive long months and during
that - time Tonis-la-Blanche  had
become a Naw armed camp and
front-line base.

The German Air Force had begun
to arrive i stredgth the dav after
the first Allied inndings in Morocco
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and Algeria, bringmg with them
orders sigmed by Marshal Pétain to
the effiect that the city's aerodrome
at El Aouina should be handed over
without resistimee. The davs that
followed saw the arrival of the first
troops, quickly lollowed by hume
dreds and them by thowsands of
men and  vehicles.  Great fleeis
of low-flving  transport  planes,
which were to become such a
familinr and forbdding sight, be-
gan 1o blacken the skies two or
three times daily. bringing men and
material, Naxi boats were sunk
in the Sicilian Marmows but others
got through and Yon Amim's army
begun fo take serous shape.

The cccupation of Tuans itsell
developed with greal rapidity and

thoroughness:  All hotels, all Jew-
igh and Maltese property  were
tiken over to begin with, but soon
hundreds of villas and flats were
commandeered. families who had
lived in them for vears being turmed
out @t two hours' notice. with 4
formeal request to leave the greater
part af their furmiture behind., The
Mazi system was to pecupy the
houses even if womet and children
had to scck sheliet in the olive
graves, Miles of cable and tele-
phone Iines were laid, transmitling
stafions set Up. Messed, cinieens
and hosprials organised for men
coming down from the line. . We
also observed stocks of numitions
being hidden arcund hospitals and
schools,. MAs  our homes wers
taken, s0 waz our food,  We lived
for months on what stocks of rice
and lemils we had, while Germam
trucks weni by egch day full of
meitl, vegeiables and fresh fruit

Fidtory,

The bread card came mto fonce os
the stocks of flour began to take the
roue o Germuany.

The discipline of the Gerian
troops wias good. It was only on
furms well out in the country that
their behaviour was appalling, On
the streets in the towns they were
smart and orderly, and supremely
confideni, and had evidently re-
ceived orders to make themselves
pleasant and, iT possible, popular.
Looting was a masterpiece  of
organised pillage. Tt was carried
out in such an orderly manner that
it might almogt have passed unper-
ceived unless you happened o be
near the harbour when beawtiful
furniture, precious china, silver and
pictures were bemg loaded on to
Grermn boats for shipient 1o
Italy and to the Reich.

As the momhs wenl by and
winter set i, it became evident that
the Germans were going to have
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time to take in intercst m Tunis
other than merely as a base of
strictly military operations, and,
with the arrival of the Gestapo,
they began systematically 10 orgam-
ise their occupation. There had
already been many arresis and
hostages taken from amongst the
Jewish population. Mow all Jews
of 16 to 45 vears of age were
mobilised for forced labour ; they
were forbidden to own a wireless,
atul the synagozue was looled and
turtied into Crerman offices. It
wias rever, I think, officially stated
that listening-in to foreign siations
was expressly forbidden to Aryans,
but people were known to have
bzen arrested for less. MNeverthe-
Iess, the great mass of the European
population followed events day by
day, almost hour by hour, on the
radio. Conversalions became very
guarded, and when a band of
Ouislings arrived 1o organise s
movement of collaboration with
Germany, the atmosphere of op-
pression  became increasingly in-
tolerable and arvests were frequent,
Many familiar figures dsappeared
and it was. felt that if the Allics
were loo long in coming there
would be no French left in Tunis.
Durinig the last weeks, many of
them were in hiding.

A great number of my friends
had their husbands fighting on
the Tunisian front with the Ay
or the Air Forec, These wives
were splendid.  The French Army
had gone out to join the Allies
early in Movember, little thinking
that they were leaving their
families to face & six months'
siepe.  And it wasn't casy for those
left behind,  As wives of *° dissi-
dents,” they were put on half-pay
or mo pay at all. They had no
news whatsoever of their men and
were threatened all the time with
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enforced repatriation to Frnce.
They were openly proud of the
part their husbands were playing,
and would accept no favours at the
hands of the Germans. This was
true of the great majority of the
French people in Tunisiz, who
lived throughout the occupation
under the most difficull comditions
and never prumbled. Many of
them, in spite of German surveil-
lance and reprisais, were hiding
British pilots who had been shoi
down, or were otherwise actively
helping the Allies,

The Germans seemed so firmly
to have taken root in the town that
it was dilficult to imagine their ever
goitg.  Yet hopes rose high as the
Allied attucks of early April turned
to sharp success, and by May
Ist we dared to hope that this
might be our last month of MNazi
oocupation, And then, afier all,
the end came more quickly than we
had expected. The dawn of Fri-
day, Tth May, saw the Germans
normally instatied in Tunds, and it
wirs not until 10 o'clock that morm-
ing that the first colitmmns of smoke
began to 6l the air. Graduaily,
a5 explosions followed cach other
in rapid succession, we beman o
realise that the Germans were
actually blowing up their own
material gnd reserves. DBy early
afternoon & column of British
armourcd ciars had passed through
the town cutting off (he headlong
Gierman fight to Hammam-Lif and
Cap Bon, By evening these had
been followed by tanks and lorried
mfaniry, and the German rout was
complete. No-one who has not
been through a period af enemy
occupation can imagne the exhilar-
ation and emotion of those early
days of liberation m Tunis, days
which we all hope are soon 1o be
repeated in metropolitan France,

=

FRANCE AND BRITAIN
By Lord ¥Vansittart
(B.B.C, Broadeast, 11th April, 1944

Just forly years wik migned e
higtoric Anglo-French agreenent : and,
as I was intimately concerned with it
course from beginning (o end, ["ve
been asked 1o give some account of .
It wits high time for umdemstanding.
The two countries were usunlly bicker-
g about some wishbone conlen-
tion and behaving mther Hke nuughty
children in the naughty ninets.  On
both sides of the Channel there were
vague and {enacious memores of the
centuries during which we lud fought
each other,  OF cotrse, the ol haitls
wiere 5o out of date thisd they ought w
have been out of mind ; bul they
weren't, becouse most peaple aren

icolar aboul deles, S0 we siill
talked af the French s fogs, while they
talked of s a8+ roshifs”  Indecd, we
callad each other o Fot of other thines
too, and our presued were cortinually
hostile,  The British stnge Frenchmsn
Wis B0 amorous, pestieulnting chutter-
box, and (he Briton of French -
ture and comedy was w Hgore of un-
Tricndly fun with long testh and droop-
ing red whiskers, Our common ene-
mses were only oo mrodows - that this
atite of things should contimug,

I'd grown used 1o this chilly atmos-
phere, when m 1903 T was 5éne 25 an
attnché to our Embissy in  Paris,
Then in 194 came the preat changes,
Frince and Britain actuelly agreed
about soenething, indeed quite a lot of
things ; the world seemed swddenty
to have gone sane, 1l felt so0 normal
t have drawn closer o our elosest
oeighbeur, and =0 silly not to hawve
done it sooner.  've never forgotien
that Spring in Pans. Ooe dossn't
usually notice Springs enough when
One's - young.

The political  differenoos  between
the two countries seemed supremely
1.'|I'|‘i|'|'|pc”:|rI;I|:|I tor me ; one has some-
thing betler than intecnational affairs
to think abowol of that time of life.
The dilferences never seemed guite
serious even whet I was older.  There
WEME [OMCOVEr VTV Serous - reasons
why we should be friends:  Here were
twiy peaples next door o each other,
wilh splendid  records  and ErangLril
desires, Hetween them they had con-
tribmted misre to civillsation than any
other two conivies,  Why shouldn't

they combine to  guaranize peace on
which  eivilsation  depends?  Ona
didn'l nged 1o be old or cleser 6 ses
how much we had both done for the
art of living, und that’s an endrmois
hlrlrn'-.d. Whit else e we here for after
all ?

There were naturslly temperamental
differances, but they dido’t seom quite
seripus either ; besedes il one wails for
indentity one will never have a friend.
| Felt then expctly what T wrote when
Framce fell in 1940 :

Ko we wc:‘: mingled, destined side
S
T face o world we could not fice

ane,
Adone we could pot face what was
coming, -and cume in 1914 ;. but m
1904 it aic! seem possibie thae the mew
[rierdship might change the face of the
waorkl,  There's something wrong with
{hose who are not optimists af twenty,

The Treaty didn't foek anything
remarkable,  We cleared away some
troabdes, wmedl undertook some diplo-
migtie obligations—that was all,  But
{he CGiermans didin't ke it for tvo main
reasond,  Fhey wanted to show Franoe
that she mu=tn’t do anvthing impori-
unt withoul Germin permission, and
they wanted 1o keep us isolated. So
in the next year they tricd 1o break the
agreement, and the French were loreed
to discard their Minister 6 Foreign
Adfmrs, who had n 1T T |
remember ﬂf'-nl‘f_l‘i""id v t0 @ French

olitician ; * 1 hope vou're going to

eep him.™  And he replied, * What
exactly can you or will vou do wo help
wi P OF course T eoulda’i amswer.
That was lrequently the dilemma,

80 the sturt was shaky | byt agree-
ment grew, malnly because it was the
miural course for us both, but parily
bocuuse the German threat forced it
into its second stape—the  Entente,
We wouldn't go as far ax an Alliance,
We were afnud of becoming o Furo-
P En‘m:r_ though we weren™t far
coough from Europe to avoid thal
destiny, [ think evervone realises thai
oo, bt in thiose days the Channel sl
looked broad, and we osed expressions
like ** Id no more dretm of doing this
or that than of flving.”

1t's arguable that ihe fipst Waorld
War might bove been svoided if our
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relations with Franoe had been more
clenrly defined, I'm persomally con-
vimoed of this,  As il was, we might
Thizve been fools encegh to leave France
o her [nte when the long-expected war
didd corme, i the Germans hadn’t been
gremder fools 24l and Forced us 1o
respoct our moral obligations by fear-
ing up theirs and marching into Bel-
gium. In 1984 the Entente was ot list
welded g an Allizance by tha most
pregnant act of perfidy in all the kng
German  tradition,

Four years of war, sperifice and
victory shouid  have drawn  the
Allianee closer, but we were bath ired
and irritable afier the great cffort.
France was completely exhausied ;
ahe hiad lost more than twice as many
men s we, though her popalation was
amailer. We both began thinking too
much with our heads and not enoagh
with our hearts. The real trouble
began when we and the Americons

Jeid Framce to renounce  her
plan for seeurity on the Rhing in refurn
for am Anglo-American @Eiranlee,
which the Americens failed o mitify.
We foolshly followed their example,
Thereafter French policy was governed
by fear, which tumed out 10 be only
too well founded. The French were
still afrald of the Germans, and we
were  still afraid of becoming  a
European power., S0 the Allics began
to fall out, and German propaganda
leaped into the breach, The ill-
humaours of the neughty nineties begin
10 creep in again

The hreach widened when the
French went imto the Rubr. The
action was unwise bul not wnnamral,
because the Germuns were deliberamely
bilking on  repamtions, We were
entitbed 1o stind aswde, but not o cry
oty a5 we did, almost as loudly os the
Germans.  Agein  German  propa-
ganda exploited the opportunity.  The
face of the world wasn't changing
after all ¢ indecd the old wminkles and
crows'-feet were reappearing,  [-some-
times fancied that Anglo-French rela-
i milght even go into reverse and,
having progressed from  Agreement
fhrough Entenie to Alllance, regress
from Allmnce through Entenie to Agree-
meni—and not even cnoagh-of that.

Outwardly there seemed no change
in the relationship, but inwardly @b wos
deteriomuting.  To be & whole-hearted
Francophil in thoss days—01'm tulking
wirout the thiriies now—was (o bea
member of a criticised minorty.  The
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sdme process was at work on the other
zide of the Chanpel. My opposite
number, the head of the French
Foreign Office, once said (o me @ ""We
eould count on ouor fingers thoss who
pre really keeping the Entente to-
gether,”  That spring day of 1904 was
passing 10 midsurmer madness.
The two democracies hud their paci-
fism in comton, and both faiked to
note or to check Crermany’'s arowing
preparations for her Second World
War, When the danger began to
loom, we should both have dome beltes
to realise Lthat criticism, like charity,
ahould begin st home. 1 needn’t
iouch upon the contentious events of
1938 and 1939, Tt may simply be said
that we loat fuith in each other, ansd
that France lost fasth in herself.
There will be historic Inerest but no
litical pdvantuge n  arguing  who
aited whom and why, If the acmi-
ment §5 besn inmy time, T shall have
sormething Lo say, but not tonight. It
will be enough Lo recall that we were
aaved Trom the fate of Fronce by those
twenty miles of sea that seemed so
broad in 1904 amd =0 nirrow in 1940
Let's pather look to the fuiure
France has suffered immeasurahly for
shorleomings that we shared @ bul
where thers are no grives there arg no
nesurrections, and we shall sce in
Frunce not only @ resurrection of the
body politic, but of the: spint that
mukes it alive,  To that spirit the men
of the Moguis are alrendy bearing
witnews,  When the ant of living has
:rium]:hc:d aver the science of killing,
1 shall look forward to our eld unity,
though it will henceforth e part of a
wider unity. Wo marrow friendzhip
CAN QOW EnSUre Ul CoOMmmon  pros-
pecis ¢ that i5 where we were (DD
optimistz forty years ago, ;
But there's an IF inall this. I we
rently mean fo recover lost ground in
more thon the peographical aense, we
must both avold recrimination.  The
temporary fnilure of an kkeal does not
affect s walidity—thonk God ; amd
I've only touched on the weaknesses of
the Entente becawse | want Lo pewvive
it withoul them, We must remember
when all is said and dong—and pre-
ferahly eartier—that topother we did
break the first attempl of the new
harharians to enstave mankind @ ancd
mankind mighl hive been more last-
prgly  gpateful tous both had we been
more lastingly grateful 1o cach other,
We must remember too that, T the
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French were infected by German
propagands in the inter-war yeiurs, 5o
were we, That opignnda s
been intensified dering the Fast four
years, It hasn't <hecked the over-
whalming hatred of the Germans,. but
it hes been ndustrioos fo sow distrst
of the Allies. 10 we are (o defeut the
Germans in that feld too, we must
resiat all tendency or lemptation to
interfere, or direet, ler olane dictile.
Only the other day Geneml de Gaulle
saitl that France * declines o ke
lessons Mrom abroad,™ amd Frnce mm
bem test case. 1L will be both Moolish
and fatal to trewt Dbernted countres is
they couldn’t manage ibeir own aifiirs,
Muay T give vou one exampla T The
peoples of the oceupiod countries ire
naturcilly not poing e forgive the
quislings who fmnwﬂ'l them,  They
will clesmse iheir own house an they
choose. Do please let v mimd oo
own - business.  'Thare noe ynhap
temdemcies i Ay countty o iﬁ

Unigssi - States to borge Into other
peopke’s domestic afairs, We mos:
uilerstind in advance that the liber-
ited peoples will be sensitive. They
will B weatefnl for bt we
shnll revive neither this nor any other
enlenie excapt bg the cordial of tact.

- The story of the Entente contnins a
lurther lesson for us,  One cannot
haye o policy withont a very simpla
principle : never shake the con

ol friends by listening 10 the complaints
wr caolerics or intrigues of foes. To ig-
nore ot rle is oot diplomacy but
lunacy. We shall all need Lo practise
that pranciple on o wide, & penerous
sk pertinueious scile alter this war,
fof ol courss our. enemies will 5o on
Lyl tosnuike mischiel hetween us and
all our Allies, 'We mustn’t let them
fiuocesil  agnin, for wo know  the
comsequences. 1'm ]| optimést enough
to bebieve thal fn this respect at legs
the coming peneration witl be wiser
anil therefore happier than my own,

L'ANMEE U RAI
At pd o B i)

among those who aitack the trains
but they runm the troins thae are
ambushed | .,

" Whin vou destroy & frain, are
the train-crows German 7 ™ g resisi-
ance feader was asked recently in
London.

" Mo,” came the answer, * They
are French cheminots . | the very
ones who notify our sabotage
S-quﬂds.”

The men of the Armdée du Reail
do more than sacrifice their means
of livelihood. They are giving
their lives,

They also spve lives . , . In
December, 2,000 railway men of
Dijon, by a prompt and well-timed
strike. forced the Germans to free
seven of their comrades—sentenced
to death for * imelligence with the
enemy, possession of fre-arms and
sabotage,”

And 50 the strugele goes on, 58
blews struck ar the railways in ome
week ; &4 more in the space of ten

itys,  The dAride ofic Rail is in the
thick of the fight. The cherifnos
Dme are *in the war to stay
—until Victory when, to quate the
prophetic words of the Buletts
“La France blessée se levera
Pouir embrasser leurs mains noires,”

—_——

KOENIG OF THE FORFION LEGHN
{ Confined from page 823

.“ Koenig was only a captain
|:|.1.|.'n:..=H' you remember,” hiz cap-
tiin sawd, * when he set oot four
years before on  this milltary
adventure.  J dait jowjorrs ey
PrER gle ko5 trolpes—ihe men who
had Tought with him from Napvik
{o _Tunis. A menaral now, he wears
neither the buttons appropriste
1o his rank, nor his decorstions on
his tunic. In compliment to his
nwen be wears the buttons of the
Foreign Legion: in compliment
to his cause—the Cross of Lor-
rine;™

M.LM. K.
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